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TERM 1 
Monday 12  

February 

Black Snake  

Productions 

Incursion 

 

Monday 19th 

 February 

Cyber Safety  

Project 

 

Thursday 22nd 

 February 

UYSC Transition Visit 

5/6 

 
February 26 -

1March 

Dental Van 

 

Monday 26th  

\February 

 5/6 Kayaking 

 

Tuesday 5th March 

Curriculum Day 

NO SCHOOL 

 

Monday 11th March 

Labour Day  

NO SCHOOL 

 

Thursday 14th 

March 

Prep Family Picnic 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Welcome back to our ‘old’ families and a big welcome to all our 
new families.  We have had a wonderful start to the school year 
and are so excited about the events and activities planned for stu-
dents as well as the wider school community  -  more on this by the 
end of February. 
 
Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) 
As promised, this commenced on the first day of school.  Feedback 
from students participating is that they enjoy attending, love the educator (Meagan 
Newing) and think the activities and food provided is excellent.  Please check on  
Compass for an introduction to Meagan.  Of course, with anything new there is likely 
to be some ‘teething problems’.  We thank you for your patience around this and the 
use of Xplor for bookings, invoicing, etc.  (The Xplor link is on Compass.) 
 
Information for our new Preppies and their Families: 

The first year of school 

• Make sure your child knows who will take them to school and pick them up.  

• Help your child to organise their clothes, hat, shoes and socks the night be-
fore. 

•    Put sunscreen on your child in the morning if it's needed.  
•    Help your child to pack their school bag with a snack, drink, lunch and a hat.  
•    Place a spare pair of underpants and a change of clothes in a plastic bag. Let  
         your child know these clothes are in their bag in case of any accidents at  
         school. 
•    Show your child where you will meet them at the end of the school day.  
•    At the end of the day talk to your child about what was special at school that  
        day. 
•    Find out about what your child is learning at school. By doing this, you can  
         support your child’s learning and find out how your child is adjusting to  
         school. 
•    If your child is having difficulty at school, talk to their teacher. Your child  
         can also say what they think might help them. 
•    Keep talking to your child about school. Ask them about their new  
         experiences, what they like and what they find hard.  
•    Share feedback about your child’s experience of starting school with us. 
•    Organise time for your child and their new friends to play together outside of  
         school. 
 
Buddy system 

We have a buddy system for Prep children and they have already been introduced 
and spent time together. This is to help your child have a welcoming experience 
from the very beginning.  The buddy system helps older children learn to take on 
responsibility. The younger children know that they have a fellow student they can 



go to for help.  Buddy systems help your child make friends and create a sense of belonging 
with the school community. 

 
Tips to ensure Preps have a great experience 

1. Arrange play dates with families who have children at the school  
2. Encourage independence – skills like dressing, packing and carrying a bag, applying 
sunscreen and going to the toilet 
3. Label all belongings 
4. Talk about and practise any after school arrangements  
5. Be positive, get your child excited, and talk about any worries they have  
6. Use the name of their new teacher to help build familiarity  
Establish predictable routines including dinner, bath time and bed time  
Why going to school is important 
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education.  
Students learn new things at school every day. Attending and participating in school will 
help your child develop: 

• important skills and knowledge to help them learn  
• social and emotional skills such as good communication, resilience and teamwork.  
Children who attend school every day and complete year 12 have:  

• better health 
• better job opportunities 
• higher income across their lives. 
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day a student misses puts them 
behind. 
 
What to do if your child can’t go to school 
Let the school know as soon as possible and explain why your child can’t come to school. 
You can advise us on Compass (the school communication system) or ring or email the 
school. 
If you do not let the school know, they may contact you on the same day to make sure your 
child is safe. They may also call your emergency contacts.  
Talk to us if your child needs to take an extended period of time off. There might be flexible 
options to keep your child from falling behind. 
 
Tips to help improve your child’s attendance 

• Talk to your child about school and how important it is. You can ask them how they feel  
      about school, what they liked and if there are any problems.  
• Reward good behaviour and not bad behaviour. For example, if your child refuses to go  
      to school, do not let them have access to their phones or the internet.  
• Set a good example. Show them how you keep to your own commitments.  
• Encourage your child to take on hobbies that your child enjoys such as sports and clubs.  
     This will help them develop positive relationships outside of the classroom.  
• Have a set time to do read together and go to bed.  
• Leave all technology out of their bedroom.  
• Pack their school bag the night before with everything they need.  
• Have a set time for breakfast. 
• Plan to meet up with a friend so they can travel to school together.  
 
Mobile Phones 2024 
A reminder that the Department of Education has in place a mobile phone ban that requires stu-
dents who bring mobiles phones to school to have them switched off and securely put away dur-
ing school hours.  The department is requiring all schools to ensure this ban is in place and en-
forced from the start of the 2024 school year.  The ban applies equally to all government schools 
right across the state. 



This helps ensure that school is a learning environment free from unnecessary distractions and  
disruptions.  At Wesburn, we require all mobile phones brought to school to be handed in to the 
classroom teacher at the beginning of the day.  They will be kept in a locked drawer/cupboard and 
returned at the end of the day. 
 
By ensuring mobile phones are kept away at recess and lunch times, students can interact with 
each other face-to-face, without the distractions and social pressures that mobile phones can 
cause. 
I ask for the support of all our families, staff and students in continuing to support the  
implementation of this policy in our school. 
 
Further information 
Exceptions: For a small number of students with particular health needs, an exception to the  
policy may be granted. Please contact me if you would like to discuss this. 
Emergencies: In the event of an emergency or if you need to immediately contact your child, I ask 
that families contact the school office who will pass on a message as required. 
 
School mobile phone policy: A copy of our school’s local mobile phone policy, which implements 
the government’s mobile policy in line with our local context, is available on our website.  
Parent support: The Mobile phones in schools webpage provides links to resources for families to 
help them balance their children’s time using mobile phones. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact me on 5967 1302. 
 
In finishing, we look forward to a wonderful year working together with you and your children. 
 

Anne 



 

UNIFORM ORDER  

Our school uniform can now be purchased online at www.aplusschoolwear.com.au  

UNIFORMS WILL BE DELIVERED TO THE SCHOOL EVERY WEEK  FOR  

COLLECTION. 

ORDERS CAN BE LEFT AT THE SCHOOL OFFICE TO BE FAXED THROUGH. 

ORDERS MUST BE PLACED NO LATER THAN 12PM THURSDAY TO MEET 

THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S DELIVERY. 

PLEASE LABEL ALL CLOTHING THAT COMES TO SCHOOL 

Please submit orders for Book Club issue 1 by Friday 16/02/2024 

Books can be ordered online! Please follow the link: 
 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/ 
 
Just a reminder to parents in regard to library borrowing., if  students intend to 
borrow library items to take home, they require a moisture-proof bag to place 

them in.  

Please remember to return borrowed library books by the due date. 

(Please note that library borrowing time is two weeks.) 

Thanks, Wendy Windebank, Library Maintenance. 

CSEF 

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning  

opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and  

Excursions Fund will ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity 

to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. School 

camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors,  

excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works and 

sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are part of a healthy  

curriculum. 
 

CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families 

to cover the cost of sporting trips, camps and sporting activities. Please see 

Tracey in the office for a 2024 CSEF form if you now hold a current Health 

Care card. 

http://www.aplusschoolwear.com.au
https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/


 

Wesburn Primary School is supported by  

The Chookhouse and Lace’n’Things. 

Please remember to mention Wesburn Primary School when you 

buy anything at either of  these shops. 

This helps fundraising for 

Wesburn Primary School 

HATS 

All students must wear hats outside this term. Please make sure your child 

has a school hat to wear, it is our Sunsmart Policy. 

Hats can be purchased from the office for $11. 

Same day notification of student absences  

If your child is absent, you are required to notify the school before 9.30am on the day 

of the absence. You can enter the absence in Compass or you can call the school on 

5967 1302. 


